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Models of Policing
	The shift of how police operate is taking another direction for the past few decades due to the change in criminal activities in the community. Community policing has sealed an important gap and provided help to people as well as reducing the tasks of the police. Police officers work towards protecting the community and ensuring that quality of life is enhanced, therefore, they need to work together with the community and guarantee that they are involved in problem identification and solution development (Bureau of Justice Statistics, 2013). Furthermore, community policing has promoted organizational strategies of combating youth gangs by forming partnerships and supporting problem-solving methods to proactively address emerging issues hence increasing public safety. However, community policing is limited in their decisions to the public in fighting gangs because members of the gang belong to the same community (Wilson & Petersilia, 2011).
Traditional policing comprises of the police patrolling the community as well as answering calls. Thus, they easily familiarize themselves with the crimes that are occurring as well as those that have already occurred in turn informing them how to prevent future crimes. However, such an approach creates a barrier between the police and the public (Wilson & Petersilia, 2011). Furthermore, traditional policing performs more searches and stops which lead to increased arrests which are regularly based on insignificant crimes making general crimes usually low. Youth gangs will flourish well when the police use traditional policing approach because they have already monitored the way the police operate. Also, the police have created fear with the community and thus no good relationship in getting first-hand information.
Community policing would be a better approach for solving street gangs’ problems because both the community and the police are working together towards a better life. As a result, they will be able to develop good strategies for combating these crimes. Furthermore, the diverse multicultural population can be served best-using community policing because the police will be able to interact and learn from people around them. 
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